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ABOUT ELEVATE We partner with nonprofits to build and 
run their grant programs. 

We help our clients identify new funders, 
cultivate relationships, and access a 
broad network of development 
knowledge.

In 2022, we served 162 clients and 
submitted 2,901+ LOIs, grants, and 
reports to funders nationwide. Over the 
course of the year, we won close to $133 
million dollars for our clients!
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Award



FEDERAL GRANTS PRE-AWARD
WEBINAR SERIES

1. WEBINAR 1: An Introduction to Federal Grant Opportunities –
2/9/23

2. WEBINAR 2: How to Review a Federal Grant RFP: Key Terms, 
Scoring, Planning, and More – 3/14/23

3. WEBINAR 3: How to Prepare an Effective Federal Grant 
Proposal – 4/13/23



AGENDA FOR TODAY

• Common terminology
• How to find opportunities
• How to “read” a federal grant opportunity
• Where to go for more information
• How to decide if a federal funding opportunity is a good fit



COMMON TERMINOLOGY



àHead to Grants.gov
”Learn Grants” tab 

for a more 
exhaustive list of 

terms

IDENTIFICATION & REGISTRATION 

Data universal numbering system 
(DUNS)
Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)
Opportunity Number
Tracking Number
Federal Award Identification Number 
(FAIN) 



FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ACRONYMS
Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)

System for Award Management (SAM)

State Single Point of Contact (SPOC)

Unique Entity ID (UEI)



HOW TO USE GRANTS.GOV

Grants.gov

Workspace

Grants.gov “Role”



HOW TO FIND OPPORTUNITIES



GO DIRECTLY TO A GOVERNMENT AGENCY’S 
WEBSITE



SIGN UP FOR NOTIFICATIONS



WORD OF MOUTH

àPartners
àCommittees
àAssociations
àCollaboratives
àNewsletters



USING 
GRANTS.GOV TO 
SEARCH FOR 
FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES



USING 
GRANTS.GOV TO 
SEARCH FOR 
FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES



HOW TO READ A FEDERAL GRANT 
OPPORTUNITY



THE FIRST PAGE



I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

The rationale for funding

ü Check your goals – they MUST match!



II. AWARD INFORMATION

ü Total funding available 
ü Size of awards
ü Mechanism for distribution 
ü Match required?
ü Time period



III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION

501c3
CBO



IV. APPLICATION & SUBMISSION INFORMATION

ü Technical requirements
ü Custom uploads/required attachments
ü Page limits
ü Narrative requirements
ü Application questions
ü Technical assistance webinars

àMaintain your SAM 
and Grants.gov 

registrations – they 
could take weeks!



V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

ü Rubric/evaluation with points
ü Make sure you have responses that 

could earn full points 
ü Timelines for evaluation



VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

ü Reporting requirements
ü Required training, collaboration
ü Method for notification



VII. AGENCY CONTACTS



VIII. OTHER INFORMATION & APPENDICES



WHERE TO GO 
FOR MORE INFORMATION



WHERE TO GO FOR MORE INFORMATION

ü The awarding agency’s 
website

ü ALL hyperlinks in the RFA



HOW TO DECIDE IF A 
FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

IS A GOOD FIT FOR YOUR 
ORGANIZATION / PROJECT



TIME

üTime until the deadline
üOrganizational and partner 

capacity
üDo you need to register?



MONEY

üAudit Readiness
üIncome and Expense Tracking
üExisting Debt or Delinquency
üSustainability Plan
üTechnology Needs



PEOPLE

üExecutive Experience
üDiversity
üBoard Governance
üOrganizational Capacity
üTraining Needs
üPartnerships 



DATA

üData Collection Systems
üProgram Evaluation
üReporting Capacity



PROPOSED PROJECT
üProgram Need
üImplementation Plan
üPartnerships
üStaffing and Training
üPast Performance
üSustainability
üMeasures of Success
üBudget



QUESTIONS?



ELEVATE UPCOMING TRAININGS in this SERIES
How to Review a Federal Grant RFP: Key Terms, Scoring, Planning, & More

March 14, 2023 - noon-1:30 pm ET

How to Prepare an Effective Federal Grant Proposal

April 13, 2023 - noon-1:30 pm ET



SURVEY & RESOURCES

Please fill out our survey

• We value your input!
• Survey link is in the chat, as well as in the follow-up email

Resources 
• Visit the Elevate blog (https://elevatedeffect.com/blog/)

https://elevatedeffect.com/blog/


LEARN MORE ABOUT ELEVATE

www.elevatedeffect.com

http://www.elevatedeffect.com/

