
  

 

Introduction to Federal Grant Opportunities 
CHECKLIST & RESOURCES 

 
CHECKLIST 
 

✅ Register with SAM.gov and Grants.gov 
 

✅ Obtain Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) # 
 
✅ Strategic Alignment with Funding Opportunity 
 
✅ Adequate Time and Capacity for Application 
 
✅ Organizational Capacity to Implement Grant Activities 
 
✅ Partners and Fiscal Controls in Place 
 
✅ Ability to Meet Reporting Requirements (if awarded) 
 
✅ Sustainability Plan (if awarded) 

 
Please note: 

• SAM.gov registration is one process. 
• Obtaining a UEI number is a separate process. 
• Registering with Grants.gov is a separate process. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
RESOURCES 
 
✅  Registering for with SAM.gov (SAM = System of Award 

Management) 

 
 

Follow these steps: 

• ONLY use the website address “SAM.gov” 
• Once there, you will see the screen above.  
• If you already have a SAM registration, click “renew” 
• If you do not already have a SAM registration, click “Get Started” 
• Proceed with the instructions within the site. 

 
FAQ:  
Q: How long does it take to renew? 
A: Allow a few weeks 
 
Q: How long does it take to register for the first time? 
A: Site says up to 10 days; allow for a few weeks! 
 
Q: Does it cost anything to register at SAM.gov? 



 

 

A: NO. Any company asking you to pay to help register your organization with SAM 
is either fraud or just charging you to do the process you can easily do on our own 
via SAM.gov. Read more about grant fraud here.  
 

 
 
This is an example of a company that will charge you to do your SAM reg. It is 
NOT necessary to pay anyone to register. It is FREE. If you scroll to the bottom of 
their website, you find this message in small font – “US Federal Contractor 
Registration, Inc. (USFCR) is not a government agency. USFCR is a third-party 
SAM.gov registration firm, which provides SAM registrations processing and filing, 
small-business certifications and registrations, and other government contractor 
services and technologies.” 
 
You may also receive emails from companies telling you “it’s time” to renew-you do 
NOT have to use their service to renew. 
 
  



 

 

✅  Registering with Grants.gov 

 
 
Follow these steps: 

• ONLY use the website address “Grants.gov” 
• Once there, you will see the screen above.  
• Check out the video in the bottom right corner, which outlines the process 

for you to follow.  
• Proceed with the instructions within the site. 

 
FAQ:  
Q: How long does it take to renew? 
A: Active once you complete!  
 
Q: How long does it take to register for the first time? 
A: Active once you complete! 
 
Q: Does it cost anything to register at SAM.gov? 
A: NO. Any company asking you to pay to help register your organization with 
Grants.gov is either fraud or just charging you to do the process you can easily do on 
our own. Read more about grant fraud here.  
 
 



 

 

✅  How to obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) 
 
First, it is important to note that the federal government is no longer using DUNS 
numbers to identify entities. They are exclusively requiring your organization to 
obtain a Unique Entity ID (UEI) through SAM.gov. 

 

 
 
So, you must register or renew with SAM.gov (instructions above) and you will find 
your UEI there.  
 


